Better Your Best
ROTC earns rewards
The philosophy of the
Marine JROTC at
Clearwater remains
constant; "Better Your Best!"
Whether it is on the field, ri-
fle range, athletic field, or
the classroom, that is the
name of the game. The suc-
cessful cadet competes with
him or herself to beat their
last score. Then comes the
exhilaration of achieve-
ment, one of the greatest sat-
isfactions a person can enjoy.
As an individual or team
effort, this is the essence of a
successful program. As a
unit, Clearwater has earned
the Secretary of the Navy
Honor School Award for
three consecutive years. The
award has been in existence
for three years.
The activities of the unit
were numerous including
some 55 color guard perfor-
mances, three parades, three
major competitions. 12 rifle
matches, and furnishing two
runners in the Marine Corps
Marathon in Washington,
D.C. ROTC also did commu-
nity service such as provid-
ing drill presentations at Bay
Pines Veterans Hospital and
five local nursing homes,
Plum Elementary School,
the Sparkling Clearwater
Clean-up effort, the Thanks-
giving and Christmas
canned food collection, the
"Toys for Tots" drive, and
furnishing 40 cadets to man
For three consecutive years, the
unit has earned the Secretary of the
Navy Honor School Award. Before
every game, ROTC students can be
seen presenting the colors.
a runners' aid station for the
Marine Corps marathon.
For something different
than the usual high school
course offering, the unit
traveled to Quantico, Virgin-
ia for orientation training at
the Marine Corps Develop-
ment and Educational Com-
mand. The cadets saw first
hand what is required of a
young man or woman at Of-
ficer Candidate School, Ba-
sic School, and the Embassy
Guard School. Markman-
ship, training, demolitions
observation, and flights in a
CH-46, helicopter from the
Presidential Squadron
rounded out the experience.
When it came to sightsee-
ing, the "ROTZIE's" visited
the Washington Monument,
the Jefferson Memorial, the
Vietnam Memorial, the
Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
diers at Arlington Cemetery,
Lee's mansion, Mt. Vernon,
the Smithsonian's American
History, Natural History, and
Aerospace Museums, the
Marine Corps Aviation Mu-
seum, and the Fredericks-
burg Battlefield.
There were many rewards
to being in ROTC, but they
had to be earned. "ROTC is
just like anything else; you
get what you put into it! It
can either be just a club, or it
can lead to many lifelong re-
wards," summed up Ken-
drick Allen.
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